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ASUTOSH COLLEGE STUDENTS’ UNION

92, SYAMAPROSAD MOOKHERJEE ROAD, CALCUTTA-700 026
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President : Vice-President :
Prof. Smt. Raukamal Dasgupta Bappaditva Roy

General Sccretary ;
Supnyo Bedanja

Asst. General Secretary ¢ Jt. Cultural Secretary :
Kastun Ganguly Ammitra Chakraborv
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Saran Guptoo

Asst. Cultural Secretary ¢ Mauapazine Secretary -
Swat Mukhenee Mou Roy
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Sukanva De Sukanta Rov
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Asst. Games Secretary : (Outdoor) Asst. Games Secretary : (Indoor)
Sukanta Bardhan Subhashish Dev
Bapi Bhattachanva Sagar Dutta
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Indranil Basu Mazumdar Soumit Rovehowdhuny

Jt. Canteen Secretary : Students Welfare Secretary @ Hostel Secretary
Sougata Maity Abhishek Roy Agnimitra Das Adhikan
Souvik Dasgupta
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Blind Lane

Sibendu Chakraborty;
English Hons. 2nd Year,

[ walk beyond the crowded street
Slowly, slowly on and on,

[ walk by and the life of heat

Step by step, and then suddenly gone!

The cemetey lying upon the blind lane
Imatates all our liveliness in stillness
And 1 do sit amidst it then

For all my languor scems to be
absorbed 1n the darkness.

For I know, I might be lost

In such a silent harmony

But stil my heart yeans to be its lost
For [ find myself in the monotony.

For I know, an oasis of perfect peace
Resides in my own heart

But [ darc not want my heart to be Kissed
For the iliusion may make you hurt.

For agan, when [ want to retum
And desire to go back then

[ discover that it’s not my tum
As 1 am locked in the blind lane.

Poetry—An Unveiling

Suchismita Mukherjee
Pol Sc. Hons. 3rd Year

Enlivening the thoughts,
And putting love 1n one’s heart;
One gets the essence of poetry

Tuning the thoughts of a mind,
And blending it with magical colours;
One discovers the art of poetry.

Setting free a caged mind,
And preventing a flower from withenng,
One finds the freshness of poetry

Uniting people all over the world,
And putting rhythm in their lives;

Poems

One wonders at the achievement of poetry,

Poctry makes my wild dreams come true,
And point a warmer hue;

I thank the Eternal Being,

For filling colours in me.

Mother
Amartya Pal; Class-XII, Sclence .

Thank you for walking by my side,
Thanks for your push, when those

Little incidents of childhood

Punctured [holes through) my pnde.

And on those days when the sun hid away,
You urged me to go out and play.

When onc day as an angry youth

[ threw my first stone,

You yelled and smashed me to the bone.
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[ thank you,

For leting the child grow up

And when you [elt [ could walk alone,
You lelt me for your heavenly home.

L

To The Full-Moon Eve.

Rajib Chatterjee
English Hons. 2nd year

Oh' The ‘Moonlit Sweet Eventde’,
Alight on the dreaming carth;

Let Thy speechful quictude start—
[t's sweet tunc with murth.

Balmy zypher's blowing, the—
Mimosa's getung abashed,

By the rusthng of dry leaves,
Chirping Magpic becomes flushed
The betrothed maiden demurs,

To sing her love song;

But the Nightingale tells

Carry on, there's nothing wrong’
The bright vesper looks itsell
Through the stll streams,

(And) the Queen-Moon hath started,

To sce her sweet dream.
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Optimism
Sukanya De ; B.Sc, 2nd year.

Many a times this happened so,

While speaking to silence,

All by myself,

I explored a new world,

Inside and outside me

Somewhere, sometimes,

Some sweet litle smule,

Crept up on tired lips,

Onginating from deep nside.

Some weary lonely faces around me,
Lost in their own worldly affairs,

Some lonely 1slands,

Struggling 1o be themselves,

Getting more and more concentrated
Around their own shores of egos |,

This is a world of shadows, we arc nothing!
Just nothing but mere illusions,

Like emptiness in a busy crowd |

1t has been hard it's always hard,

To dwell ; having such empty souls around,
To communicate, o undersiand,
Unspoken verses of distressed hearts.

It has been difficult to reach out
Untangling, knots of complications.
Life’s getting more and more piled up

I tned, as I've always tned

I realised ;

Life 1s much more than breathing merehy*
Life 1s being like life ;

Breathing and living, with others

For those, who starve for life.

It feels just wonderful to get scattered
Like happiness

In tormented heats around

In noise and solitude ; at times

When the whole world scems to be up over
You!

And times, when you're on the top of the world!
Then and always ;

When there are many around you,

And when there is just no one

“You're never alone!”

Surpassing all illusions of your being,
There’s the fire inside you

That can warm up your way

Aad others tool
Fulfilling those aspirations, drcams

Which are dormant :
And yet there's much Icft,

That's hope ;
Like the sparklc that was lost

In tired cyes ;

And then, somewhere a song is born
A song full of love, dreams,

And happiness
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Tolerance : A discourse |
Kasturi Ganguly ; Sociology Hons, 2nd Year {

Academicians oflen appeal to today's parents to groom their children by inculcating tolerance
in them so that they could build, rather the destroy, their homes, thus conferring the entire
onus of propagating tolerance on the elders of the society. So it appears that tolerance is
one of the most important parameters Which holds our socicty together and makes individuals
happy. Tolerance in common usage refers to non-interference of a person or a group over the
freedom of thinking and behaving of another person or group. Now this 13 often confused
with neutrality and often our parents seem to be non-interfering and non-critical 1o the extent
that the children fecl that they are in a Disncyland, in a continuous state of freedom where
every action 1s licensed. Once upon a time tolerance was a noble quality when it fought
against the tyranny of religion and punitanism and political dogmatism. Today unfortunately |
it has attained a confusing connolation mixed with permissiveness. Naturally it is toda
facing a chargeshect of spreading every possible ills within the society including juvemile
delinquency, family breakdowns and substance abuse.

Tolerance, which 1s at a premium these days, i1s by the grace of commodification of life
oflen equated with spintual, moral and emotonal vacuum. Add to this, the objective stance
of science and we will get the mirror of today’s society, as 1s evident in the network of cable
T.V. (Edward Said). Now should we as entrants to 21st century allow the propagation of
cthical barrenness?

If the answer 1s in the negative then one needs immediately to have a proper frame of
human nature, what 1s naturally good for onc's own socicty and how tolerance can be a
meaningful ingredient in the recipe of a good society

That brings us to the ideal of ‘tolerance’ as it has been developed in history. The carliest
known statement of the ideal of tolerance, comes from Pencles delivered to the people of
Athens in 5th century B.C., where he declared that we are not suspicious of one another,
nor angry with our neighbours if he does what he likes; we do not put on sour looks at him
which, though harmless, arc not pleasant. But this 15 exactly what annoyed Plato, (2 ente
of Democracy), for reasons best known to the logic of a *closed society’ that operated in hus
mund.

The modern phase of ‘tolerance’ began in the context of the wars of religion, inquision,
presentation and anti-semitism. So ‘tolerance’ 1s a crusade which always had to rally against
any officially customised version of social action denving its succour from the philosophical
axioms that the exsstence which 15 1n error has the same nght as that which 1s not Rallyish
like. Faustus Sonicus, Milton, Martin Luther, Bayle, James Hamngton, Bentham and Mill
et al, have by the end of 19th century secured one thing - ideas from the margin must be
respected. The bottom line in the history of tolerance was written by J.S. Mill - *The oaly
part of the conduct of anyone for which he 15 amenable to socicty 1s that which concems
others, Over himself, over his own mind and body the individual 1s sovereign.”
Unfortunately, as the idea of tolerance entered the 20th century it shipped into infancy as it
was extended to more and more undeserving and disreputable causes, producing ills such
as unprecedented white collar enmes production and distnbution of pomographic hiteratures,
degradation of taste and manners, glorification of casy virtues, breakdown of famihes,

—
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! jon 1 k to
children growing up alonc and growing into drugs; it scems that the sntunul:unr:[.f.ul:;]i::u“t:'r
e with liberal individualism delivering misencs 10 the doorstcps of h 2
obal economic competition, oil war, debt

homelessness, neglect of the elderly

squarc on
every moming. Coupled with this 1s the fierce gl

traps, world wide recesesion, global unemployment,

and the nse of the druglords.
l 5
What becomes clear is a fundamental confusion in the concepl of tolerance and wth th

confusion we would hardly be able to do justice to the promises of a good socicty, As law
becomes more restitutive and as it 1s today considered a remole opton for intervention we
must have a very clear idea about what should tolerance mean without any ambrguity, for if
the fronters of tolerance 15 feft unchecked 1t will grow into a Frankenstein and do more harm
than good and fal to {ulfill the tunction which it 15 expected to do

Teenagers And The Idiot-Box

S:IUj:II}'ﬂ Guin ; XII, Science

We know that out of a life of 18 vears we have spent 6 vears slecping and what we don’t
know 1s that out of the rest 12 vears we have spent more than 2 years waiching TV

The tcenaper wants to grab every interesting thing around him. They arc like sponges.
Everv 1dca, every view, cverv opinion that comes down their way. 1s reccived by them
carerly. Naturally everyone in this age 1s in confusion. The sudden burst of the cocoon of
p.::rtnul care and love exposcs them to the world which 1s not a very nice place. Young minds
often cannot disungwish between fantasy and reality. Watching TV as a means of relaxation
after a slogging dav at school and college 1s not harmful. But it 1s important that onc should
retun a nght perspective. The problem 1s that most teenagers cannot do that with senals hike
Swabhimaan, Shanti, Junoon, ltuhaas, Kuasha Jakhan, Tnshna, etc, all on mir what arc we
actually exposed to. Happy familics are virtually of an extinct vancty. Mantal discord,
broken famihes, premantal and extra mantal aflairs are the trendy masalas inlense soaps. we
cannot deny that these things arc nol commeon 1n a section of our socicty. But ceriunly our
Indian social and cultural backbone 1s not made up of all these.

But the television presents a 100 much exaggerated form of these supposcd-1o-be-realibes.
We are exposcd to the darker side of life. All these leads voung brains to a sense of insecunty.
We keep on womang, what if these things happen to people around us. to people we love.
And that’s why senals hike Blossom and Beverly Hills 90210 are so popular amongst the
voung oncs. Thev arc not devoid of all the above mentoned things but they also have the
sunnv side upheld . People like Bronda and Blossom have their own problems which they
solve out with the help of their canng and supportive family. But still their society is
completely different from that of ours. So certamnly the way Brando or Jocye solve their
problems 1sn't the same way we do ours.

Teenage cnmes arc common these days and again people blame foreign channels for this.
But do we forget that Indian soaps are also dripping with blood. Certainly We cannot expect
police senals like BYPD Blues or 21 Jump street without violence. But certainly so much use
of tomato ketchups in Indian soaps are not that much desirable. Violence is so much common
on Indian TV we oflen forget that people don’t always shed blood to conquer over evil.
Surpnsingly killing is considered as a common way of solving problems or as a means of
resolving 1ssues,

Too much EXposure 10 violence can make us think that things are done in this way. On the
other hand it may also help us being fearful, aware and have a hatred towards violence. But
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it depends on an individual’s personality, surrounding and environment in which he growsuyp
or how he is going 1o take things. But unfortunately the desired effect occurs in mare cases,
While talking about TV we cannot neglect the commercial advertisements. With so
commercial breaks in every programme, we surely are too much impressed by these ads,

If you want to propose to someone of the opposite sex you will have to brush your teeth f
with Closeup. If you want to fetch high grades in exams. ask your mom to use Nihar
coconut oil. Have a bite of Five Star Cadbury bar, you will be a sure hit in every function,
Take a sip of Thumps Up you can go bungee jumping. There is virtually no end (o all these,

The first three are harmless if you try on. But the third one will lead us to a big question
mark.

A good ad should evoke a strong good response {rom ils farget audience. It should create a
relevance of the product being advertised in the consumer’s mind. Instead, today the ads
exploit a dormant pre-existing psvehological desire inside us, It is the desire to fulfil the
expectation of society at large. And that's where we always go wrong.

TV 1s the popularmost form of media known and naturally expectations from it is higher |
though it 1s not always possible to hive upto all cxpectations. But it also has a larger role t0/7+
play than 1o just reflect Life. It should show what life can be and not just what lifc actually
1s. What it desparately needs 1s an attitude—a positive altitude towards its viewers. But
we can not always blame TV for all the evil 1n our society. Violence and sex cxsted m our
socicty long before TV was invented. At the same time, it 15 also true that teenage cnmes

i
i
i
were let loose after the TV became popular. :
i
!

Smaller States in India : will that help? 1

Prof. Sukanta Acharya ; Political Science Dept.
In a number of recently published articles, it has been argues that at the end of the twenteth
century two opposing trends of political tension can be discerned. These articles do not
mention where, One is the homogenizing trend which seeks to crase all differences of
culture. These articles do not mention the homogenization, or, rather, the globalizaton of
economic production and exchange. The other is the assertion of plurality, differcnce anda =
demand for recognijion of idenutied fixed in local cultures. These articles do not meaton |
if these local identitics have remaned fixed in their ongin, or they have also changed and
become not so local as they were 1n ongin in asserting their pluralitics now

In sociology, there 1s as well-know concept of seculanzation. The idea 15 that with the onset
of the process of seculanzation, local cultural and economic identitics are consumed 1010 3
larger culture and economy coextensive with socicty as a whole. Only those elements of
local identities and cultures arc spared of this consumption which can be worked out to be :
consistent with the cultural and economic 1dentty of socicty as a whole. Other cultural and
economic identitics arc left out for their ‘natural’ death.

A large number of sociologists agree that this process started in Europe in the seventeenth :
century. Does it not strke one that this process followed the Reformation of Chnstamyin
the sixteenth century which finally constructed Chnstiamty into a monotheism? The
Reformation brought Christians more directly under God's own disciphine than ever before
and reconstructed the role of the church within the parameters of this discipline. Docs i :
not speak of universalism or ‘homogenization’ in the largest sense? The question here 15: ;

S
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how could the process of secularization start in the midst of a universalist religion? It has fo
be remembered that the Reformation not only brought the wholc socicty under God’s own
discipline, but also reposed to the church matters which were purcly enternal and left the
other domains of socicty into the omnibus of the temporal domain, According 1o most
sociologists, it was in this ommbus domain of the temporal that the process of seculanization
started in the seventeenth century. It is another matter that several writers since Karl Lowth’s
Meaning in History (1949) argued that the proccss of secularization was actually one of
sacralization. It was argued of Descartes, for example, that the science he founded “wall
take over the function performed upto that point by church dogma, the function of a universal
spinitual safeguard for existence™ That. however, docs not contradict the position that the
process of seculanzation or sacralizaton, whatever one prefers to call it, erazed local cultural
and cconomic identities, to construct a umversal cultural and cconomic identity, and whatever
local cultural and economic identity fitted 1n with this process, was allowed to survive and
expand. The fate of whatever did not fit in was death.
Finally, docs it not stnke onc that closelv following the process of seculanzation, almost 12
concomitance with it, merchant capital held sway in most parts of Western Europe before
- the Industrial revolution in the cighteenth century? As in the domain of cultural identitics
the process of seculanzation erazed localism and difference, so in the domain of economuc
production and exchange, norms, techniques and at the end laws emerged which enveloped
the entire socicty. Local forms of economic production and exchange were consumed 1nto
these universal norms, techniques and laws as long as thse were compatible, and left out to
die for themselves when they were incompatible with these universal norms, techniques
and laws.
The state that took the final shape in the nincteenth century was assigned the task of
governing the ‘cvil’ socicty that emerged from the process of seculanzation. Its function
was to enact into laws. where necessary, the homogenized, universal norms in every doman
of society including the cconomie, social and the cultural. No sector of socicty, no local
identity could be sparcd by the state from governance. The state was organic m the sense
that it originated and functioned as much as a part of society as in detachment from it. Civil
society retaned to itself its nghts, pnmanly to life, liberty and property, to which i the
late twenticth century justice was added. The idea was that if the nghts to life, hberty,
property and justice were cnsured to individuals in socicty, different degrees of cach
sccording to different writers, there was nothing else that individuals could demand for
within the universe of meanings fixed for cach of them.
If one recognized the West European trajectory of modernity, it would appear that the
process of seculanzation leads 1o a society based on universal valucs in every sphere of
life, from the economic to the political. form the cultural to the cthical. These universal
values are constructed cot by a single agency, but by a multiplicity of agencies. Moreoever,
these muluple agencies are not unidimentional within themselves, but multdimentional.
This creales ."W illusion in most people that there 1s a scope for plurality in a modemn
European socicty. Indeed, there is a scope for majoritarianism and minoritanianism, universal
values and local valucs. It was this illusion which gave birth to ¢ertun schools of thought
which sought to defend local values thinking that these values still enjoyed an absolute
autonomy from the umiversal values which dominated society, What contnbuted to this
gcu:io‘n‘mdftl?]e Ehwh of Ihnrrught based on it i.n the Ifncr part of the twentieth century was
e m:::‘::dedﬂl;éﬂﬁsﬂ U'J‘;WY of lﬂDdEl'm_t? which glu.ml in the face of these wniters.
cy ues and the idea of justice inherent in them as an altemative to the
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universalism of West European modernity. There is no denying the fact that the universaligm
of European modernity and the forees of homogenization repressed local values, denjed
justice to most human beings in socicty, that it worked for only a few in society whe
benefitted from 1t. But 1 would still insist that West European writers who spoke of local
values, of justice and defended them did it on the basis of a universalism which underwrote
the defence of local values and justice. They could theoretically defend their positions
because they took Western universalism as a given, in some cases as an unconscious,
which worked under the structure of their theones. the local values they defended were not
the local values in their ongin, but which were constructed in the womb of umiversalism of
their society and by the forces of homogenization which this universalism unleashed. As
Mikhail Bakhun, who lived and worked in the former Soviet Union, shows, particularly in
his Rabelais and His World, the universal values in society can only be mocked at, humoured
about by those scctors of soceity, whose local cultures and economic have not vet been
consumed by universal values. But that does not provide for an altemnative to universal

|
f

values. In other words, these local cultures and identiies have not been able have their

voices loud enough to be audible to the defenders of universal values. Those local valu
and wdentites whose voices could made audible to the defenders of universalism, alrcady
been consumed by these universal values, This 1s why the Bnush Government had to histen
to the demands for autonomy of Scotland and Wales with no great difficulty, in a socicty
which embraced the values of the Europcan Reformation more readily than other socicties
in Western Europe, imitiated the process of scculanzauon before other socictes, and was
the mother of the Industnal Revolution in Western Europe

Theoretically, in the Westemn trajectory of modermity based on unmiversal values, there 1s no
contradiction between universal values and the demands for local autonomy from those
scctors of socicty which have cither been consumed by these universal values or are consistent
with it . But 1t does not recognize those local cultural and economic identuties which have
not vet been consumed by the universal values of modermity

There is hardlv anv defence aganst this repressive universalism of modermity because it 1s
founded on the scicnces of life, labour and language Moreover, the forces of homogenization
emanating from this universalism do not operate in s spectacular manner. The muluphicity
of agencies which function in dialogue with one another and the muludimenuonal character of
these agencies ensure that this universalism is planted in the minds of individuals in society
without therr knowledge.

In certain socicties and in certain instances, however the agencies of this universalism do
not function 1n such an ideal-typical form. The tyvpical examples of such socicues and
instances arc German and Italian societies of the 1930s and a part of the 1940s. In such
societies, the agencies of universalism are drastically reduced to only a few, or does not
grow beyond a few. This madequacy 1s sought to be compensated for by the construction of
an overblown ideology, which takes over most of the functions of inclusion and exclusion
between which a universalism is conceived of 1n strident terms. The name of this
universalism 15 totalitanianism, if we care to borrow the term from Hannah Arendt. The
agencies of totalitananism function in a spectacular manner Afler all, every extremst advocates
ideology a spectacular universalism. It secks to overcome oppositon to ths universalism
through spectacular modes of operation, organization and seting up of an objechive It sccks

to accomplish the impossible.
The BJP’s proposal for carving out smaller states in India like Uttaranchal, Vananchal and
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. Chattisgarh would not have appearcd to be extraordinary in terms of the _1_uua.l h;:mtn;a:
. trajectiory of modemity, which-we denve from Western Europe. But a su'sp:c:nn a l.;“d
real objective of these proposals arises from elsewhere. The Sangh Parivar’s founders had a

Y tarianism. Its idoology is as overblown as was that of fascism in the
profound faith in totalitananis 2 o s

1930s and a part of the 1940s, But after its partial electoral success in the _
it has realized that it can neither construct Hinduism as a monotheism, nor can l:l have a
totalizing control all over India in the manner it wanted. Sa it went _in I:ur alliances with GM
regional politicl parties. But going in for alliances with other partics m'fn:‘n[v:: COMPromises
with its own totalitarian ideology It was also aware that regional identities on the basis :uf
which these and other regional parties have emerged on the political scene, are not Lo br. casily
erazed by its totalitarian ideology. So it has chalked out a new programme. By creating the
three states of Uttaranchal, Vananchal and Chattisgarh it secks to strengthen the Indian stage
apparatus in those regions of India which have not yet been consumed into the universalism
of Indian modemity. A larger presence of the state apparatus in these areas, the BJP assumed,
would ensure govemance these regions more effectively. Morcover, political ideologies n
these arcas have not been solidifed to such an extent that these would be able to force the BJP
to go to the negotiating table for forging alliances. In other words, the ideology of the BJP
seeks to infiltrate into these regions mere effectively than at present. It remans to be scen
what the BJP does in response 1o demands for the scparate states of Boroland, Jharkhand
ete. The measures for creating smaller states in India come in a senes in the BJP’s totalitanian
agenda as an nstance of a spectacular action after other spectacular actions such as the
demolition of the Babn Maspid and the Pokhran nuclear tests.

In defence of those who are repressed by BJP’s totalitananism, 1t can be sad that a real
deccntralizauon of political power can at [east partially help them to defend their own
posiions. Creation of smaller states would not really help them, because in that case ther
own community leader would engage in a trade-off between the totolitananism or
universalism of modernity and therr own community nterests. It would be better if they
engage in Unus trade-oll themselves. This they can do by taking recourse to the nghts to life,
liberty, property and justice, which are permitted to them within the universalism of
modemity. It most human beings in Indian society are able to defend thar mterests, local
cultures and cconomics in this way, social theonsts who arc relactant to call Indian society
a ‘cvil’ socicty wall be forced to reconsider their positions.
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