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FOREWORD

Writing a Foreword for the College Magazine has
always been a pleasure and a privilege for the Principal
for 1t offers one more channel—and an annual one—for

opening out his mind to the Students of the College.

For nearly the last three years, the responsibility for
runming this great Institution has mainly developed on
the Staff-teacbing and non-teaching working 1n - full
co-operation with the students. While, unhesitatingly
acknowledging the unstinted co-operation received from
the general body of students and the Students Union,
we have to remind them and also all of us of the great
tasks ahead and of the greater heights to climb, The
Institution has to'look ahead and all of us have to start
on an expedition, The best way to have a successful
expedition 1s to have a secure base and this base has to be
built on our courage, vision, and social “and intellectual

awareness,

While remembering the great past and tradition of
this College, while remembering the two great builders
of the College, the Late Sir Asutosh Mookerjee and his
worthy son the Late Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjee, we must
firmly resolved to fulfil the objectives of this College and
raise the College to greater eminence. A College stands
for a vital process in shaping the life, career and character
of the students and li@s in their life and success. My



: n
tpﬁl nijll we mﬂz,1r wnnt :,Om,' stud

rene :_u_-to’pa;ticlputa f;;llfv in this a]ﬁ ende;
: nttnining the common goal, If the past is an ind
‘we have every hope that in future also we nhalli_t_p _
~Ifall of us-teachers, atudents nnd employees- agree on
common goal, as we cannot du otherwise, our
differences are narrowed down and the areas of ag
become continually enlarged. There can be m mul i
conflict between liberty and authority, if there 1s acammm
understanding about the meaning and purpose of an TARH

Educational Institution like this of ours, R

------
R e

The years that the students spend in the college, ‘
though very few, are very important and critical for them.
They never come back again. These years make or mar
their future. They may in these years firmly build the
toundation of their future life and of the life of the soclety
in which they and the College have to live.

I can assure the students that my colleagues and myself
will remain fully conscious of our responsibilities and shall
always try to cover up our deficiencies, if any, and I shall
appeal to the students to utilise fully the opportunities
that the College with limited resources, can offer them,
to join in a partnership with us in service and even
sacrifice, if necessary. The cause of this [nstitution has
to be served and let me hope that none of us shall fail,

N. K. Blmttaclmrjee
4 Principal
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Rural Indehtedness

Pronab Kumar Mukherjee
3rd Year B.Sc.

To-day our country 1s the sixth member of the nuclear club and the

~ eleventh member of the space club. She has been making tremendous

in her twenty eight years
" of independence. Her success in nuclear implosion

progress in the fields of science and technology

:

and 1n sending artificial

~ satellite *Aryabhata’ in the space makes other countries envious, Some

I-".- of them even stopped their aid to India out of rage. They got stunned

- to think how a poverty striken India could aford such costly enterprises,

To-day one can regard India as a uning power. Sheisin her way to

* all-round progress. But her agriculture remains more or less stagnant

contrasted with her progress in other spheres.

There 1s no denying the fact that after two hundreds years exploi-

tation b;r the British Imperialists, to-day India has raised her head in the

fields. Her voice 1s now echoed in different intetnational

She has made immense contribution to the cause of World Peace,

'-"‘I_am pmud that I am an nhabitant of this country

But my pride
"WEY whenlﬂﬂ“ my look to the villages.

Our country is pre-
gncultural her agriculture contributes 50% of our natlunal .

! i; the la.rge:t employer of the country. But still our w.llageta

'\'i.
"a-uquau meal, still over 60% people live baluw tht: pwe: |
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reasons 3 hrstly, people must work on the

of pmductmn result in low productivity, Besides, there 1s no g
f.;promlun for financing the poor farmers for increasing their producnnn. - 8
Thus all these factors have conspired together to wreck the lives of the
;ﬁ_tmzrs. Then for existence they have to depend on village money lenders
and have to pay very high rates of interests so high that once a farmer

has borrowed, he is bonnd to lose his land and becomes a landless labour.

The poverty afflicted farmers borrows from money lenders year after
year, But he 15 not able to pay off his debt. In this way the process of
borrowing continues and the farmer cradually sinks into debe.  His acute
poverty leads him to borrowing which causes indebtedness. There are
so peculianities of Indian farmers. Though they have no money, they
resort to certain types of conspicuous consumptions which lead them to
indebtedness.

Births, deaths and marriages, harvest seasons worships of Gods and
other religious rites become occasion for extravagance. How pitiable the
condition of our farmer 15! Even after his father s death, the son has to
bear the burden of his father's debt, just as the son inherits his father's

property, They consider 1t a sacred duty to pay off lus father's debts,

The village money-lender plays the role of a villan in Indian agris
cultures, He encourages the poor farmer to borrow more and more only
to grab his land,  He forces the farmers to sell their produce to him



Rural Indebtedness

during the harvest time at low prices and male the farmers buy their

produce at exorbitant prices during the lean period. hus the domipant

feature of the problems of rural indebtedness emerges from the activities

of the village money-lenders who thrive mainly by capitalizing on the
perpetual poverty of the farmers.

[ndebtedness 1s so associated with the Life of the farmers that it 1s
not easy to get rid of it,  There unfortunate farmers are born 1n debt

and stay 1n debes all cherr hives It has almost been a saying that the Indian

farmer 1s born in debt, lives in debt and dies in debt
But things are now changed a lot. The days of money lenders are

nurubered. Strict measures have been taken to rescue the poor farmers

from the clutches of the Greedy and cunning money lenders, It seems

that the farmers are no longer to live n hifelong indebtedness. They have
been set free since June 26 1975, On that duv our respected Prime
Minister proclaimed emergency to protect the interests of the down-

troden and the most valuable section of our soclety.

Another epoch making thing cf the year is the announcement of the
20 point new economic programme by our prime minister. The basic aim
of this programme is to ameliorate the lot of these poor farmers. So long
they have been denied adequate finance for their profession. Their

deplorable plight figures in the manufestoes and speeches of almost all

political parties who shed crocodile tears for thejr destitution, but more

15 able even to suggest a measure whicl, can mitigate cheir sufferings, they

rather try to exploit these poor fellows n their political propaganda,
But on 1st July, 1975, come out a pakage of new economic progranmme

which deals very sympathetically witl farmers. artisans labourers and

other poor sections of the community, She said, " The vast" majority of

‘our people live in the rural areas we must implement ceiling laws and

distribute surplus land among the landless with redoubled zeal.

L

==,
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rural indebtedness, whlle new schemes will be drawn up to dem.re all:er,s;.;
native agenciés to provide institutional credit to landless labourers, rural
artisans. small and marginal farmers who own less than two rectores,
there will be a moratorium on suits and execution of decrees for the

recovery of debts from such groups.

Agricultutal labour 1s among the woust exploited sections of our
Society. A review of existing legislation of uninimerer wages for agri-
cultural labour will be undertaken and action will be initiated for suitable

enhariement of minimum wages wherever necessary "

But the problem posed by rural indebtedness can not be done away
with ina day., Moreover, our farmers we allustomed to such practices.
They think it better to go to money lender than to the credit institution
which have been established since the days of bank nationalisation. One
of the basic aims of bank nationalisation 1s to provide easy credit and
other agricultural inputs to the farmers, But the farmers fear to go to

the banks. This is largely due to their ignorance and illiteraey.

So to make our country strong and prosperous and to make the lives
of these millions of people meaning ful, we must have to work together
with our Government, leaving all parochial feelings and prejudices behind,
The co operation of people in all walks of life will usher 1s a new down

in the gloomy lives of our farmers,

26
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“Democracy-is it at stake in India ?”

Debashis Ganguly
3rd Year B.A.
( Hons. Economics )

Of late the term "Total Revolution’ is very frequently used in the
news papers. To-day 1t has almost become a fashion to go about talking
of a revolution, The frequent use of the term has lowered its Gravity.
The term 1s not so emphatic as it was in the case of ‘Industrial revolution’,
‘French revolution or cultural revolution. The signification of the term
1s very vague and imprecise to the common people as it figures very often
1n the speeches of our polilicians,

Total revolution implies a radical transformation and a fundamental
charge in social order. It needs no preparation or invitation, nor can it
be made, It appears when the situation gets ripe.

_ The call for a radical change is given by a veteran politician, a freedom
k. ﬁghtﬂ r, Lokamanya Sri Jaya Prokash Narayan who 1s popular as J.P. He
1 iched the movement on Gandhim way. The twin nhjec:ives' of his
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description and 1t proper steps are not taken to mitigate people's
sufferings, then there will be no dearth of fllips to turn the green

revolution wto a red one,

L do admit Indhia needs a thorough overhaul. But this surely can not
- be achieved by ousting any particular Government or by dissolving a
particular state assembly. J,P's movement is largely confined to Bihar
only. The Bihar stalwart has asked the students to stay away from their

classes. This will lead the student community to astray.

J.P s movement aims at establishing true democracy and preserve it.
The legislative assembly 1s a democratic mstitution. If the assembly 1s
dissolved, then how can democracy survive ? Democracy is the most
cherished form of political system. But it 1s very difficult to maintain 1t
in an underdeveloped country. India. despite her tremendous odds has

adhered to the democratic system.

It seems that the J.P. movement 1s directed more to the ousting of
prime minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, than to the combating of corruption.
He denounces Indira Gandhi for subversion of democracy in India, Because
of the existence of democracy J.P-1s enjoying the freedom of speech to
denounce and to villifye the Government 1n the open. Had there been no
democracy 1t would not have been possible for J,P. to conduct such anti-
Government movements. Moreover. who is Indira Gandhi to subvert
democracy ? It is the people who had give their mandato to her to lead
them. Under democracy the Government is made of the people, by the

people, for the people.

Mr Jaya Prakash Narayan also urges the establishment of a partyless
democracy and partyless Government. Democracy can not be partyless,
Though democracy means the rule of the people as against the rule of any
individual, but the mass of people can not govern. Mob rule inevitably
leads to confusion and chaos. Democracy can function only through
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distinct, properly organised and efliciently led groups of people who stand
for certain principles and policies by which guide them in their effort to
promote the welfare of the country, It is generally agreed that no
democracy can function without political parties which are considered
indispensible to every democratic set up, Political parties have no place
only in a despotic rule or under a dictator or authoritarian rular, A
partyless democracy can not function and the very concept is 1ll-founded,

Le s, therefore, meaningless to talk about a partyless democracy 1n India-

Mr Narayan 1s a true Gandlian. his movement is also based on
Gandhian principles, But lis followers have had recourse to violent
means.  The doctrin of non violent revolution espoused by Gandhijt is not
a programme of seizure of power , but it 1s a programme of transformation
of society by resisting the evil. It was Gandhiji's firm conviction that
revolution should be brought about by non-violent means. Referring to
the French and Russian ravolutions he observed that they had failed to
realize democratic ideals because these were fought with the weapon of
violence. He was of the view that bloody revolutien would not succeed
in India for the reason that the massess would not respond. To-day
corruption is almost ingrained in people in every walk of Iife, It destroys
the morals of our politicians bureaucrats educationists, industrialists, even
the common people. J.P's movement can create a stir in the minds of the
people, but 1t can not change the minds of the people. Revolution is

something which can not be imposed from outside, it comes from within.

As long as the minds of the people can not be altered. it would be
futile to talk about a revolution. Last but not the least, is the fact that
we lack patriotism. Most of our status-concious, power loving pseudo-

~ patriots and politicians are more interested in safe guarding aheir own

ends than in serving the nation, Dr, Johnson regarded patriotism as the

last refuge of a scoundrel, The politicians of to day regard it as a

~ convenient means to personal ends. The colossal deception they practice

39



Asutosh College Magazine

1s the very antithesis of patriotism and yet they describe themselves as

the very embodiment of social and national service,

Moreover, for the last one or two years India has witnessed an
unpeecedented chaos in her political. social and economic fronts. Some of
our political leaders have tried to exploit this situation to satisfy their
selfish motives, They are out to create trouble. They indulged in various
subversive activities, Their sole aim 1s to topple Mrs Indira Gandhi’s
Government. Some of them even went to the extent of inciting our police
to tebel and the army to mutiny. Any Government worth the name can
not tolerate such a situation. No responsible Government can permit
the destructive activities of the kind which the opposition parties have
resorted to in the name of democracy  Our Prime Minister says, **Demo-
cracy 1s not the freedom to destroy, nor to incite indiscipline. Instead of
helping the armed forces and the police to protect India and its people,
there are many frustrated elements who are out to destroy the country.
They are trying to create indiscipline, anarchy and chaos to suit their own
polirical purposes. What can we do to defeat these enemies of democracy ?
Respect our constitution and help the Government elected by the people
in 1ts fight against these forces of evil. This 1s true democracy™

Some opposition leaders have even tried to malign her by raking some
extra constitutional methods, Some went to the length of assassinating
her, She says that she has been receiving threatening letters everyday,
but she attaches little importance to them “'as she has dedicated her Life
to the eradication of the poverty of the millions, Democracy and freedom
of expression can not mean systematic and virulent character assassination
without any basis in the name of democracy, The opposition has created
an atmosphere of confusion and chaos throughout the country which has

led to violent incidents,

To save the country out of this impasse and to meet the threat of inter-

nal disturbances on 26th June 1975, Sm Indira Gandhi proclaimed emergency.
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To safeguard the nation's integrity stern measures were needed, She
said, "'In the name of democracy 1t ( the opposition ) has been sought to
negate the very functioning of democracy. She told 1n the Lok Sabha that
there could be no return to the days of “'total licence and political per-
missiveness. there has to be greater self-restraint and when individual and
groups do not learn how to exercise self-restraint, the constitution has to

tell them where they have to stop™.

The forces of disintegration are in full play and communal passions
are being aroused, threatening our unity. The actions of a few are endanger
ing the rights of the vast majority. Any situation which weakens the
capacity of the national Government to act decisively 1nside the country,
1s bound to encourage dangers from outside. It 1s our paramount duty to
safesuard unity and stability. The nation's integrity demands firm action.

The threat to internal stability also affects production and prospects of

economic iImprovement

Millions of people from different walks of life welcome and strongly
endorse the timely promalgation of emergency by the prime minister to
curb anti-national and reactionary forces which are endangering the unity
and freedom of India.

The emergency period 1s regarded as *'Anusasan parba . Mrs Gandh
has asked the people to take the maximum advantage from the new situa-

tion and work towards reaching the national goods,

I am proud of being a member of the world s largest democracy, It
15 very difficult to pursue democratic principles in a country like India’s
stature.  Many countries attempted to establish such system:, but they
failed at last

Our country has made significant progress in various spheres. She
1s now the sixth member of nuclear club and eleventh member of space

club, But the progress has been less spectacular mainly because of the
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wcrease in population, Lo 1s twenty-eight years since India has attained
treedom, but mn the hife of a nation twenty-eight years 1s but a drop in the
Ocean of time, moreover, within her short span ot Life, She has alreudy
experienced three invasions of her frontiers, Intlux of large number of
people trom Bangla desh and other problems retarded India s progress,
‘In any modern democracy, the question of economic betterment and social
Justice can not be separated from the proper functicning of democracy’

says PN

The other reasons for the relatively poor achievements are corruption
at all levcls, too much of bureaucratic red-tapim resulting in upsatisfactory
1mplementation of projects and programmes. We are also responsible for
such poor developments, We appear to be more conctous of cur righes
and less of our obligations, more anxious to have cur own privileges and

less cager to perform our duties.

Democracy can funtion properly only 1n a healthy cconomy. Qur
prime minister made an epoc-miking announcement to strengthen the
economy and to relieve the hardship of the viarious sections. particularly
the down-troden and the most vulnerable section of our country. On
July 1, 1975, She announced a 20 point economic programme, ranging from
confi:cation of the properties of smugglers to raining the minimum exemp-
tion humit for income tax. We, the students. are also to get a better deal
In the P,M’s words, “'students from poor families face special difficulties,
if they pursue higher studies away from their homes. To help them,
essential commodities will be supplied at controlled prices to all hostels
and approved ledging houses, Another mportant measure 1n the edua
cational field will be to ensure that text books and stationery are available
at reasonable prices at all School, Colleges and Unyve rsity students  prices

will be strictly controlled and book banks established' .

Poverty in our country is deep-rooted, Wo can not get rid of 1t 1n

a day or two, Our freedom will be meamngful only when proverty can be
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bamished from our land, No policy or programme will be able to achieve
1t in a short time, But it requirs time for proper materealisation, To
make democracy meaningful we should share the responsibility along with

our Government to make it a success

Our P, M. asked countrymen not to except magic romedies a dramatic
results,  She said, “There 1s only one magic which can remove poverty
and that 1s hard work sustaimned by clear vision, 1ron will and the strictest
discipline. Each one of us in our place should determine to do more for

our follow citizen not only for our selves ',

Not only some of our leaders but many world stalwarts are shedding
crocodile tears for ch2 denise of democracy in India, But they may rest

assured that democracy 1s flourishing here as elsewhere

There 15 a saying that the night is darkest before the dawn, Our
country now bas been passing through a very critical phase, which surely
15 a prelude to a new dawn,

Collected by—Pronab Mukherjee
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