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inperative construction and the politician should hand over many
" of his functions to an international board of trained scientific
economists, and cugenists, who will think in terms of the whole
world as a unit."
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The Study of English
: in Independent India

NIRMAL KuMan DEg

Third year Arts

When the British rulers of India were thinking of introducing
some system of education into this country, the question before
them was, whether the medium should be Sanskrit for the
Hindus and Persian for the Mohommedans, or English for
them all. It was during the administration of Lord William
Bentinck that the question was taken up in right earnest :
the authorities felt its urgency, and they were determined to
arrive at a decision without further delay. Two parties arose,
one was for teaching Sanskrit and Persian, the other for teaching
English ; the former was called the Orientalists, the latter,
the Anglicists. There was a good deal of controversy and
discussion about it. Raja Rammohan Roy presented a memorial
to the Governor-General, proving conclusively the necessity of
teaching English literature and English sciences to Indian
youths, This added the necessary weight to the side of the
Anglicists, and the question was at last decided in their favour.
Thus English education was introduced.

Since the advent of independence, the English language
has lost much of if its importance. Regional languages are being
given preference by the State Governments, Of course, every
body will admit that undue emphasis on English is no longer
necessary or desirable, and that it is now an Imperative necessity
to enrich our national language and elevate it to the status
of the richest language of the world. All the same, English
cannot be altogether eschewed, English happens to be an
international language, and to drive it out is to exclude our-
selves linguistically from the English-speaking arcas as also to be
robbed of all the advantages accruing from the lore of English,
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In our Constitution the English language has been retained
as a State language for a period of fifteen years after which
Hindi is to take its place. But even after the fifteen-year
time-limit set down in the Constitution, English will continue
to demand our attention in view of its being the lingua franca
of a very large part of the civilised world,

It is indeed extremely painful to see that those who
are now at the helm of affairs in our country, are showing
a step-motherly attitude towards the English language. The
reaction against English has been responsible for the general
decline in our educational standards as it has fostered an
unhealthy psychological apathy towards the English language
in the minds of the students. Certainly, it would not be
unpatriotic on our part if we realise and accept the greatness
and richness of a world language like English. We should not
overlook the fact that most of our leaders availed themselves
of it as a medium of expression in science, literature and politics.
Besides every language in India has enriched itself by 1ts
association with English. In the sphere of education in our
country, English has been of paramount importance. Right
from its inception our educational system has accepted
English as the medium of instruction. Its abolition would
undoubtedly create a vacuum, in view of the fact that no
regional language can be properly used as 2 medium of instruction
at the higher stage of education, Every right-thinking man
will certainly subscribe to this view-point that the recognition of
Hindi as the lingua franca is no bar to acceptance of English
as another language for India. We should never ignore the
fact that India could not have been what she is te-day were
it not for the English language. It is admitted on all hands
that the English language has given India her nationalism
and contributed to the glorious renmaissance in the national
language and literature, The study of the English language
has deeply influenced our thought, culture, education and
mental outlook. To-day we have acquired vast knowledge
of science, technology, medicine, modern methods of organisation
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and all that, and it is certainly the English language which
has enabled us to gain an access to that storchouse of know-
ledge. English has brought about a cultivation of mind and
intellect that is standing us in good stead in our onward
march towards peace and progress. It has engrafted into our life
a pattern of exactitude and precision that is helping us
immensely in discharging various responsibilities of a modern
state.

English is one of the principal factors of Indian unity.
Although 1t was the English who enslaved us, it was certainly
their language which delivered us from the alien yoke. Great
leaders of India, persons of culture and erudition, and persons
who enjoyed eminence in the public life of India, spoke very
highly of this world language and also used it as a medium
of expression in science, literature, philosophy and politics.
The Indian National Congress was started by top-ranking
English-knowing leaders, Mahatma Gandhi propagated his
philosophy of non-violence and Satyagraha through English.
Swami Vivekananda would never have been able to proclaim
the greatness of the Hindu religion in America but for his
knowledge of English. Rabindranath could not have won the
Nobel Prize without his knowledge of the English language.
Every Indian language has indeed drawn its nspiratiom from
the English language, . Like a luminous body the English
Janguage has shed light and lustre on everything that came
under its purview. Today India is distinguished as one of
the most progressive nations of the world, and she is also
making remarkable progress at rapid strides in every sphere
of life. There is no gainsaying the fact that this all-round
progress and prosperity of India has been possible mainly
through the English language. It would be nothing but a
Himalayan blunder on our part to jettison English, Even when
English ceases to be a medium of instruction, its knowledge
would be regarded as a sine qua non in the interest of higher
education, Surely this cannot be considered as derogatory
to India’s nationalism, Even if Hindi is made the medium of
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instruction, English cannot be driven out lock, stm;k and barrel,
For it will in that case result in India’s reverting to a state
of intellectual isolation and stagnation.

The history of India provides us with a lesson as w:ell as
a warning in this regard. Even before the dawn of history
India used to maintain a living contact with the outside world.
In different eras she came into intimate contact with nations
like the Persians, the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Chinese,
the Arabs, the Central Asians and the peoples of the
Mediterranean basin. This association enabled her to achieve
two important things. She evolved a dynamic culture and
civilisation which was changing and progressing all the time,
and which imbibed a wonderful capacity to withstand the*®
shocks of repeated invasions and absorbed and assimilated zll
the heterogencous influences and cultures she came across in
course of the ages.

Yet, not unoften, the historian comes upon periods
when the country appears to have been seized with a mental
stupor and lassitude and a physical weariness. While other
parts of the world marched ahead, India remained static and
immobile. The main reason for this degeneration is, however,
not at all difficult to discern. Such stagnation and rigidity
synchronised with or followed a stage when India severed
all her links with the outside world and retreated into the
shell. As a result she fell behind in the march towards PrOgress;
she lost her initiative and creative urge. The nemesis was not
long in coming in the form of alien servitude.

If we are to avold a repetition of the same calamity,
we must maintain, as our forbears did, a living and intimate
contact with the outside world, We must keep abreast of
its progress in the realm of art, science, technique and in other
allied spheres of human endeavour, For over a century and
a half the English language has served as a window to the
world beyond India, and it would be the height of folly to
suppose tl:rat the advent of independence has relieved us of
the necessity for continuing the study of that language. On
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the contrary, the need for studying English becomes all the
more urgent 1f India is to play the role Providence has ordained
for her. Sober people have all along maintained that the
E:lglisll language 1s the most suitable medium to keep oneself
i touch with the outside world, We are sending our students,
equipped with knowledge of Enghsh, in increasing numbers
every year for higher studies abroad., Indeed, we cannot
dispense  with this language Just as we cannot avoid the
Gregorian Calendar in reckoning time. India is not in a position
to ignore the realities of the situation.

None can, of course, have any quarrel with Hindi being
made the medium of instruction. But it should not be lost
sight of that Hindi is only a language of Northern India, whereas
English 1s still spoken from Kashmir to Cape Comorin, from
Dwarka to Dibrugarh.

In these circumstances it is not possible to push out
English without weakening the solidarity of the Indian people.
Besides in order that Hindi may be accepted as the universal
medium of expression in India it must be made deeper and
broader ; its grammar and syntax must be simplified ; 1ts gender
inflexions must be rationalised. It must develop a capacity
to borrow and assimilate words and expressions from English
and the different Indian languages. The Hindi language must be
allowed to grow and develop according to the laws of its
being into a fit vehicle of expression for modern Indian
life. It must grow with the people ; it cannot be imposed
upon an unwilling people by governmental fiats. The protago-
nists of Hindi cannot afford to ignore this elementary human
psychology.

Besides with the advent of the age of supersonic speeds
distances have shrunk to a mere nothing. A trip round the
world in twenty-four hours is a near possibility. Humanity
1s fast moving forward. The world will not remain static
while Hindi is hammered into a proper vehicle for the Indian
people. We must keep abreast of this growing world, It
can only be done through a world language like English, To
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discard this language at this stage would, therefore, be nothing
short of self-stultification on the part India.

I would like to quote in this connection what the Daily
Telegraph said editorially on Sept. 2, 1948 with respect to
India's decision to banish English. “Indian scholars could
pass without difficulty from Indian to European Universities,
Indian scientists could relate their researches to the most
advanced achievements in the same field, A far from negligible
indigenous literature was produced. Even writers like Tagore
who prided themselves on their orientation were deeply
influenced by western trends. As English passes out of
current usage and is studied as a foreign language, the merging
of European and Indian authors must diminish,” This will signify
a great danger for India.

The pronouncements of some of the distinguished edu-
cationists and public men in this connection lean heavily on
the side of indispensibility of retaining English as a very
important language in India. They do not appear to have
even set down a dead-line for it, nor even stated it to be
necessary for “sometime”. The Indian philologist, Dr. Suniti
Kumar Chatterji, while replying to a reception accorded by the
West Bengal Congress Committee in Calcutta on Aug. 21, 1935,
said, ““Any modern Indian language should rest on two wings,
Sanskrit and English. To neglect Sanskrit would be neglecting
the rich heritage of the past, and similarly to neglect English
would mean shutting our eyes to developments of the present
and jeopardise the future. English is the essential link to India
for maintaining contact with the outside world,” (Amrita
Bazar Patrika, Aug. 22, 1935.)

In his convocation address to the Utkal University
Dr. H. C. Mukherji, Governor of West Bengal, said, “The
English language is one of the most valuable legacies that
they (the British) have left bLehind for us. I venture to
think that an ability to handle English should be a sine
quanon for a University man who will have to represent his
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country's intellectual advance before the comity of nations.”
(Amrita Bazar Patrika 28-11-'52),

Dr. Bhagwan Das, while delivering  his convocation
address to Banaras University, observed, "We have to regard
English as important for us ............ Our political, diplomatic
and ambassadorial relations with other countries, our exchange
of goodwill missions and professors and students, our exports
and imports—all these entirely depend on English as our only
means  of communication and correspondence with other
countries.” (Amrita Bazar Patrika, 26th December, '52).

Addressing the convocation of the Punjab University
Dr. Kailash Nath Katju said, “While the anxiety to have
smaller units will undoubtedly help to develop regional
languages the disappearance of the English language from
India will deprive the country of a vital thread linking
together the various units of the Union. No replacement
of that thread 1s easy to find out.” (Amrita Ba=zar Patrika,
14-12-52).

In his recent speech in the Rajya Sahha, our Prime
Minister said, "[f this country grows up and forgets foreign
languages, notably English, no matter how cultured we are
in Hindi, Bengali, Tamil or Telegu, I have no doubt we
will become second-rate.” (Amrita Bazar Patrika, Jan. 3, 1936).

At Hyderabad on 8th December, '55, S Nehru said,
“It would have been better if the English language had been
included in the list of languages recongnised in the Indian
Constitution, not only because of its intrinsic worth and
current value and the number of people who use it, but also
because it was the mother tongue of the Anglo-Indians, who
are Indian Nationals," (Amrita Bazar Patrika, Dec. 30, '55).
Sri Nehru's observation can, of course, be easily implemented
by including English in the Constitution by an appropriate
amendment,

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, in course of his rectorial address
at the Madura College, said, "India should retain the English
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language which is a gift by our Goddess Saraswati.” (Hindusthan
Standard, March, 7, '53).

Recently, Mr. Rajagopalachari, while giving his ‘-'i.EW5
before the Official Language Commission on the question-
naite issued by the Commission, said, “Throughout India now,
all people, who have received education to fit themselves
for work in public offices, speak and write English decently.
English is the one language that is written and spoken
universally among the educated classes all over India with-
out distinction of Province or arca. Why should we give
it up ? One should not cut off one's nose to spite one’s face.
Acquisition of a language is not easy, and we should not
foolishly surrender what we have got.”

“English is not a mark of disgrace. It has not so operated
in the international world so far. We have not lost either
self-respect or prestige among others in the international world
because we have been freely and without any hesitation using
English for more than a century and a half, and we have
acquired in the counsels of the world as much power as we
have acquired only through the language medium.”

“We should not begin a revolution at the wrong end and
cause or suffer hardship and inefficiency all round for bringing
about a national improvement. It 1s, I say, to begin at the
wrong end to impose Hindi before we have atrained, all of us,
as much proficiency in that language as we possess now 1in
English.” (Amrta Bazar Patrika, Jan, 11, 1956.)

Sri K. M. Munshi, Governor of Uttar Pradesh himself
a noted scholar and writer in Guzrati, in his Kulapat's Letters,
published 1n the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 27th July, 1951,
wrote, "It is saddening, the way our Government and Univer-
sities are racing with each other to give up English. They
fail to realise that our unity and progress are both bound up
with English for a long time to come ; because of this failure,
educational standards are being lowered all over the country."

“This attitude is an infertority complex, in part, it is
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 a carry-over of the 'Quit India' psychology. Though free,
, we have not yet atrained the outlook of the free, We can
ot distinguish between our dislike of foreign rule, which
~ no longer exists and our need of English, which is no longer
+ foreign but an Indian language.”

E:- Dr. C. V. Raman said that it would be disastrous
~ for India if the study of an international language like English
~ was relegated to the background,

Dr. Radhakrishnan has strongly asked for its retention
as a medium of instruction in higher education.

All these pronouncements, coming as they do from some
of the most distinguished men of India, must, indeed, count
in deciding the future of India.

In conclusion, I would like to state that it would, indeed

8 ,.be_ an evil day for India if in the battle of languages that

15 raging in India passions and prejudices are permitted to

- relegate to the background one of the finest, sweetest and

'.L - richest languages of the world—a language with a most glorious

- literature. English must be given its due place in modern
- "5._}
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Should Capital Punishment
be Abolished

AMAL KuMAR DE

Second Year Arts

The approach to the question of the abolition of capital punish-
ment hinges largely on the psychological outlook and the
attitude towards death, its severity and horror, conditioned
by the moral, ethical and religious beliefs of a people. This
outlook varies, and some are terrified at the thought of
condemning one to death, while some take it as an ordinary
and an inevitable punishment for an outrageous crime.

Capital punishment, according to one school of thought, is
necessary to maintain law and order. Ten or fifteen years
of imprisonment, according to the advocates of capital punish-
ment, is not a sufficient punishment for persons committing
murder for sordid motives and mean objectives. Long periods
of imprisonment mean waste of public money. Moreover,
the fear of being awarded the death penalty has had, they opine,
a restraining effect on the bad elements in the country, and,
therefore, capital punishment should stay.

But, viewed in the perspective of the modern approach
to crime, the above-mentioned views of the supporters of
capital pumishment do, we find, betray a complete lack of
understanding. A criminal is not the product of a day or two.
Behind him lies a long array of conflicung situations, painful
frul'.-;tmtmm; and the like, which may be traced right back to his
cluld]ioud days. All these factors drive him to a corner where
he tries to break loose by attacking the person whom he
suspects to be the main reason for all his troubles,

Therefore, if we
it becomes clear that
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serious emotional problems unresolved. In many cases, if we
show enough patience and tolerance, we can surely save a life.
Instead of this we rashly condemn the murderer to dE;ltI‘l.
To the criminal, sentenced to death, capital punishment is
nothing but a forced ending of lus hife. It seems reasonable,
therefore, to ask for the abolition of this extreme penalty, and
to send the murderer to jaul for a long term, where he can be
put to some use to soctety and alse be reformed. We are not
sure that the imposition of capital punishment has kept down
homicidal crimes to a minimum. For a habitual criminal or a
normal man, who loses his sense of reasoning in a sudden fit of
anger, never thinks of the gallows at the moment of committing
a murder. He is only concerned with the immediate results.
And there are also various other reasons underlying such acts
for which we have to look elsewhere for a remedy.

Death penalty, which can be termed as “judicial murder,”
ts considered to be a relic of a barbarous age, and is based on
the primitive maxim of “a tooth for a tooth, and an eye
for an eye." Capital punishment has been abolished in many
countries. Recently, Great Britain has abolished it. Life for
a life cannot serve the purpose for which punishment is
mmposed. A man must repent of the wrong he has
committed ; he should atone for his sin: he should attempt
to turn over a new leaf. Punishment reminds him that he
has done a wrong, and he should not repeat 1t. But the whole
objective becomes frustrated if the life of the man, committing
the crime, is taken away. The opportunity for reforming
himself 1s thus denied. Of course it may be sard that under
the prevailing system our prisons turn men into hardened
criminals. The need for reforming the Jails cannot be over-
emphasised. In spite of that, the majority of the people all
over the globe have felt that the law for capital punishment
should be removed from the statute-books. Great Britain must
be congratulated on their recent decisions. Incidentally,
it may be mentioned that the party which controls the
reins of administration in India, is wedded to the Gandhian
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principle of non-voilence. The moral code of this cult requires
immediate stoppage of capital punishment in this country,
Sometime ago the question came before the legislature. Time
has now come when our rulers should come to a decision
about this vital question, The plea that abolition of capital
punishment will encourage criminals to commit heinous
crimes, does not, it goes without saying, hold good in this scientific
age. Principles of morality and jurisprudence demand that
steps should be taken to raise the level of human conduct.
Capital punishment cannot serve this purpose. It only increases
the rebellious nature of the offender. We are all mortal.
Sooner or later we must die. Hence, there appears to be
no justification for sentencing a criminal to death. He will die
at his appointed hour., We need not get rid of him hurriedly.
In fact, we should try to bring home to him how he can become
a good citizen. The psychological effect of his release will go
a long way towards making him realise the folly of committing
crimes. Moreover, we should bhave full faith in humanity
because in this way God forgives our sins. He rejoices when
people believe that man is His image and semblance, and
grieves 1f man, forgetful of human dignity, regards his fellow
men as worse than dogs. The sentence of acquittal may bring
harm to the inhabitants of a town but the beneficial in-
fluence of that faith in man will be immense—faith which
does not remain dead; it rouses generous feelings in
us, and impels us to love and respect every person, Capital
punishment is repugnant to human dignity, and we have seen
that fear has never been a deterront factor in the case of
criminals, We have never been, and shall never be, able to
friglltcn a rogue into honesty. On a strictly objective obser-
vation, it, therefore, scems that the whole machinery of the
state pounces upon a criminal as if to 5;1[iif}-‘ Its spirie of revenge
for the disturbance of peace,

v It is time we changed our attitude towards criminals.
Society should treat them more as patients than as under-

sirable  elements, It should first of all probe deeply

150



SHOULD CAPITAL PUNISHMENT BE ABOLISHED

into the various causes of these crimes, and then find out ways
and means to eliminate them. Simultancously, it should under-
take the task of reforming the minds of criminals and help
them to become useful members of society, An attempt to
check ecrime by killing criminals 1s entirely a negative approach,

In conclusion, 1t may, therefore, be stated that sending
the accused to the gallows 1s not at all defensible. Society
has, of course, to rid 1tself of all the evils which lead to crime.
But after all, all erime 1s pathological, and so it should be our
duty to save the life of a criminal instead of putting him to
death. The abolition of capital punishment will help us to
adopt a constructive attitude towards the problem of crime and
cuiminals, The findings and views of many committees also
lend support to the case for abolition.

[ feel, therefore, that capital punishment should be abolished
as 1t 1s certain that whatever be the cause behind the murder,
there 1s every possibility of the murderer turning a new leaf
when he 1s made to understand the loathsomeness of the act.

What a piece of work is a man| How noble in reason | how
infinite in faculty ! in form, in moving, how express and admirable |
in action how like an angel ! in apprehension how like a gad!
the beauty of the world | the paragon of animals |

—SHAKESPEARE
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The Activities of
The Youth Camp at Bawali

PROF, PARIMAL KAR, M.A.

1. Asutosh College, Calcutta, organised a Youth Welfare
and Social Service Camp at Bawali in the District of 24—
Parganas. It was sponsored by the University of Calcutta
and financed by the Ministry of Education, Government of
India,

2. Like many Indian villages, Bawali is deprived of
medical attention and proper educational facilities: it is lefe
without guidance in agricultural matters: it lived till 1947
under a type of feudalism which may well be termed
mediaeval. The people live in unhygienic surroundings. They
take water from tanks already polluted by washing and
bathing and, consequently, suffer from wvarious intestinal
afflictions including cholera for the major portion of the
year. There are persons (whose number is not negligible)
who cannot afford to have two meals a day. No wonder,
therefore, that a sizable section of the population appears
disinterested, without ambition or vitality. Raw marterials,
which could provide employment and bring cheer and
health to many homes, are wasted. This hopeless situation
can be tackled by the step-by-step development of a complete
programme of rural reconstruction.

3. The limited time at our disposal and the lack of

experience of the campers in rural work (some of whom)
had never before lived in villages) stood in the way of our
undertaking very ambitious programmes of work, It is our
experience, however, that in
limitations of time, finance and
have a great educational value

and for students themselves,
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE YOUTH CAMP AT DAWALIL

- er realise for the
the activities of the camp, while the latter realise fn f
‘ : ’ - "
first time the wide gap that exists the living conditions o
i . + m
the wvillage and the town, o
4. The first week was devoted almost entirely to fact
village 1n order of

finding and arranging the needs of the
endeavour

priority. From the second weck onwards our main
was to place the facts before the local people and to make
them conscious and generate theirr enthusiasm to get things
done, We tried to impress upon them that the task of
community improvement 1s ultimately their own responsibility,
and that they should not look helplessly towards Govern-
ment or any outside agency for any llclj'.-, monetary or other-
wise. We, therefore, took particular care not to under-
take any work programme without the co-operation of the
villagers 1n the form of labour and materials, Even our
programmes were drawn up in consultation with the Village
Development Council. As a matter of fact, we guided the
discussion of the Council until we succeeded in generating
action on the part of members. Thus the schemes were
prepared according to the needs of the people by the peaple
themselves. The villagers' co-operation was, therefore, readily
available in the fullest measure in all our activities.

5. The above approach explains the logic of the measures
undertaken by us in this 2l-day camp. We have done all
that was considered necessary to inspire the local people with
a spirit of self-help and to equip the village workers with
knowledge, both theoretical and practical, to engage 1n social
work. The immediate results achieved through this method
may not be spectacular, but they will be enduring and
highly effective in the long run. The people are further
strengthened by this process.

6. I am glad to record here that we have found out
some active workers among the non-student youth of the
village. I feel confident they will be able to bring about a
silent revolution in the minds of the people, and find the
means by which to bring these people into the programme
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to sustain their interest and to keep it moving forward,
What they need, however, is encouragement, guidance and
some help from outside,

7. What we have achieved in this Camp has only laid
the foundation stones for more ambitious schemes of rural
reconstruction, covering all aspects of willage life. If the
work 1s followed up, we can turn from activities that has
been predominantly exploratory to a long-range programme
of village improvement. Experiments would still be required
before new features could be incorporated, and the methods in
use must constantly be improved. But the steps for attain-
ing the final goal are now fairly clear. A co-ordinated plan of
action based on a definite pattern can henceforth be followed.

8. The first step towards reconstruction of the village
should be the provision of drinking water, Part IV clearly
brings out the appalling scarcity of drinking water in these
areas. If we can successfully tackle this problem, we shall
at once win the confidence of the people and then we can
move on from things economic to problems of a more general
nature. If our efforts are sustained continuously for a period
of two or three years, we may be able to achieve the ideal
of Co-operative Village Management, as visualised by the
Planning Commission, in no distant future, The wvillagers are
willing to contribute voluntary labour towards meeting a
part of the total cost of installation of tube-wells,

9. There are various problems in the village (such as
provision of tube-wells, construction of a sluice gate, ete.)
which cannot be solved on the basjs of self-help alone.
Outside help in the form of materials and technical know.
how are indispensable in the mitial stages,

10. Our success at Bawali will
people of adjoinmg villages lighting
ness in which they find themselves
ment acquites meaning and

serve as candles to the
their way out of dark-
| at present. Qur experi-
importance n this context,

'_"—*—--—-.
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The Report of the Students’
Union

The New Secretary takes over: %

The Students' Union for the year 1955—56 was formed
in the month of Deoc, 1955 and the charge was made over
to me on 5th January, 1936,

Netaji Birthday :

On the 23rd January we celebrated the Birthday of

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in collaboration with the Unions
,  ©of the morning and evening departments. Principal Someswar
" Prosad Mukherjee hoisted the National Flag. The programme
' L also included recitations and patriotic songs,

1"_{1.'11& Republic Day :

" This is for the first time that the Students' Unions of
the three departments observed the Republic Day on the 26th
January in the College Hall. The programme of the day was

~ simple but impressive.

‘Saraswati Puja :

ceremony, which came off on the 16th February, was performed p f.u’&
with great pomp and pageantry, jointly by the Students' Unions i ,
‘of the three departments. This year's celebrations, however,
ere marked by certain special features, Amplifiers and mikes ol
‘were omitted.  Special arrangements were made for the proper .
_,g_r_ibuﬁnn of the "Prosad” and for performing the immersion
ceremony.
The College Poor Fund:

- For the first time in the history of the As

L
Cl

\shutosh

Students' Union we ‘undertook the responsibility of rais
oney by a coupon system—for the purpa
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University examinations, who are unable to pay thfil’r E’;ﬂm&:r
tion fees, We shall also arrange a film show immediately a
the vacation in aid of our College Poor Fund.

College Sports and Games :

Our College Annual Sports were held on the ?{]th al‘.}d
3lst January in our College Ground under the Presidentship
of Mr. Justice Rama Prosad Mookerjee. We are glad to
announce that we have become the proud winners nf' Inter-
Collegiate Knock-out Regatta and Inter-Collegiate pair oars
regatta, In the Inter-Collegiate Football league we I:{ave
become the Group Champions and in the Inter-Collegiate
knock-out football, we annexed the Runners-up Trophy. We
have also become the Runners-up in the Inter-Collegiate Cricket
League. In this connection, we may also mention that we
have become the winners of “Chandi Charan Shield” from
Bankura,

College Spring Social -

This year, the Spring Social was held in the College Hall
on 10th March, 1936, Principal Someswar Prosad Mukherjee
presided over the function. There were both vocal and
mmstrumental music programmes, and the play “"Griha-Probesh™
was successfully staged. Our Hall was beautifully decorated
and the function was g great success. The members of the
Gymnasium also displayed wonderful physical feats. In this
connection we offer oyr sincerest thanks to Prof. Sunil Kumar
Siddhanta and Prof. Parimal Kar for the valuable suggestions
and encouragement that we received from them,
Inter-Collegiate Body-Building and 's‘l-’vight-lifting Champion-

ship :

We are plad to announce that this ye
the first place in all the items of the
butlding and Weight-lifting IL‘.'umpcm.'U“sl and secured the
coveted Trophy for the College, We thank Sti Provat Kumar
Dljltta. Sti Amal Sen, S Monojit Bose, Sri Bijan Banerjea,
Sri Sunil Das and Sy Amal Nag for their glorious achievement.

156

ar also we secured
Inter-Collegiate Body-



N i |

THE REPORT OF THE STUDENTS' UNION

Cheap Canteen and its extension :

We are glad to announce that, we have succeeded secur-
g more space for our Cheap Canteen. This has removed a
long-felt want, We are extremely grateful to our Principal
without whose help this would not have been possible,
The Union Room :

The Students would be glad to know that we are having
discussions with the other two Students' Unions regarding the
Students’ Union Room. We are trying our best to ensure
a better arrangement of things. We hope that we will be
able to do it very soon, and it will be possible for us to supply
to poor students paper, exercise-books, laboratory note-books,
pencils and other necessary things at a cheap price.

The College Tent :

We have the pleasure to announce that our College Tent
1s almost complete, We hope to open it very soon, We
thank the College authorities for their prompt action in this
affaic. In this connection we would like to bring to their
kind notice that if a tube-well is sunk in the compound of
the tent, it will remove an outstanding want,

Prof. H. N. Sen:

- The sudden death of Prof. H. N. Sen came as a rude shock
~ tous. As a Professor of Chemistry he served this institution
fo: long years. He was an erudite scholar 1inside the class
‘room and a kind, humane and generous soul outside 1t.

Prof. M. Saha:

With the death of Prof. M. Saha India has lost one of

- the Greatest Scientists and Humanitarian Leaders, We also
: ~mourn his loss,

- Last of all, we sincerly thank Prof. Kantish Chandra

Maity, the President of our Union, for the kind help he has

.ﬂnd the enthusiasm that he has shown intlequfl’;a;i;_;v;_.k &=

.
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The Report of Sports and Games

It is about a year since the charge of sports and games was
entrusted to me. At first I was afraid lest I should fail to
perform my duties as ably as my predecessor. It is a pleasure
for me to remember the wholehearted co-operation I have
received from my colleagues in particular and my brother
students in general. The Prof.-in-charge of games, Sr1 Biswanath
Chakraborty, has rendered invaluable help to us in conducting
the inter-collegiate and inter-sectional sports and games. Last
but not least is the patronage we have received from our
Principal, Sri Someswar Prasad Mukherjee, As a never-failing
friend of the students Principal Mukherjee came forward with
his wise counsel and active encou ragement in times of troubles.

The remarkable success we have achieved and the reputa-
tion we have earned this year, and did in the past, 1s all due
to the continuous efforts of the players who participated in
the different games. A subustantial share of the credit also
goes to the large number of students and the members of the
teaching staff who encouraged our players by their presence
during the game.

Annual Athletic Sports -

The annual sports of our College were held on 30:h and
3lst January, 1956 on our own College ground. It wasa gala
performance and a grand success. It was celebrated with be-
fitting solemnity, pomp and grandeur. The keen contest among
the competitors and the lively interest taken by both the teachers
and the students, made the occassion a gala day of all-round
success. Before the commencement of the function, our
E:;zi;m;ﬂ];(:;zi;{,:h;I?ITI.IFHLT f!aﬂ, The Hon'ble ]Iusucc Rama

S . : dly presided over the function and gave
away the prizes and certificates of honours to the winners,

The i[ldi?iihl[ll Cllitlll[‘r;'[{_n]}.,hil-; Was won b}" Sl'l Sukumar
Sarlicar.. The members of the N.C.C. of our College maintainted
discipline in the field with admirable patience. At the end
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THE REPORT OF SPORTS AND GAMES

of the events the President delivered a brief but neat speech,
We declare with great Joy and pride that we have seen a
high standard of athletics in the different events this vear,
This shows the inprovement of our students in the sphere of
athletics, Last of all, we acknowledge our gratitude to the
Calcutta University Sports Board and its Jt. Secretary and
Bangabasi College, who helped us in various ways to make it
a success.

Basketball :  In the Basketball tournament the results have
not been up to our expectation. It is a misfortune that our
team was defeated by Charu Chandra College in a very gruelling
semi-final match in the Inter-Collegiate Basketball Competition.

Football : Our achievement in football is very glorious,
Though we were a most formidable side, we have not done
up to our expectation. For the first time we won the Nanda
Memonal Challenge Shield of Bankura, one of the best coveted

trophies of West Bengal. We were the runners-up in the
Elliot Shield.

Athletics: In the inter-collegiate athletic championship,
we did nothing worth mentioning. A team of twelve athletes
represented our College.

Cricket : The Cricket team added another glorious chapter
to the history of our College Sports and games, though we
had to do without the services of great players like R. Guha,
G. Chakraborty, A. Se and K. Bhattacharya in the same year,
We were the Runners-up in the Inter-Collegiate League
Cricket.

Volleyball : This year we went up to the final of the Inter-
Collegiate knock-out tournament run by Volleyball Federation
and became the joint champion with City College.

Hockey: This year we have highly improved upon our
hockey standard of the previous year, In the Inter-Collegiate
League our position was second in Group I, In the knock-out
tournament we went up to the semi-final, Unfortunately, we
lost to St. X'avier's College.
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Rowing : In rowing also we maintained our high reputation.
Ramaprosad Chatterjee of our College was included in the C, U,
Rowing Team which took part in the regatta with the Rangoon
University Rowing Team,

University Blues : It gives me much pleasure to announce
that five of our College boys got the University blue for the
current year. They are (i) Asoke Moitra (Cricket), (i1) Pijush
Roychowdhury (Football), (ii) Ranjit Banarjee (Foootball),
(iv) Debu Chattarjee (Basketball), (v) S. Roychowdhury
(Basketball).

Our felicitations : It was through the kind efforts of the
authorities of our College that we were able to secure a play-
ground some time ago. Since then we have been badly 1n need of
a tent. Fortunately, this year, our much-coveted tent bhas been
built in the Calcutta maidan. I promise that this tent will be
one of the finest in Calcutta, and will provide all modern
amenities. This tent will be ceremonially opened as soon as
the structural work is fimished. On behalf of the games section,
[ express my deep feelings of gratitdue to the Governing Body,
specially, to our President, and Principal S. P, Mookerjee. It is
mainly because of them that our long-felt desires have been

fulfilled.

Last of all, I look forward to the day when our College
will win fresh laurels in the field of sports and games.

PRABPAT KUMAR GHOSE,
Games Secretary.

TI! L] |.l i mne f L 1) i L] LA ] " T
e world as a whole would do well to recodinize Nehru's

wisdom,,,.... If we are to he saved from nuclear destruction
it will only be through ncceptance of the

: precepts he has preached
to the East and the West alike.

Tribune, London, Dec. 30, 1055
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Editorial Notes

I feel a genuine sense of pleasure to be able to place
this thirty-ficst issue of our College Magazine before our
fellow students, friends, patrons and well-wishers, In selec-
ting the pleces we have spared no pains to see that the
glorious tradition of our College Magazine is properly
maintamed. We shall consider our labours amply repaid if
the present volume commends itself to our readers, and
they find something worth reading in ir, The Magazine
echoes the thoughts, sentiments, dreams and fancies of
thousands of students belonging to this College. It embodies
the spiritual ideals that the College stands for.,

When I scribble these notes my thoughts naturally
turn to this great Institution which steps into the forty-
Second year of its existence to-day, The story of its humble
beginning and its phenomenal growth and development reads
like romance, The imposing building of our College cons-
titutes an important landmark of this part of the city. It
whispers the enchantment of the glorious days when the
great Sir Asutosh Mookerjee laid the foundation of the
College, and when his illustrious son, Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, built this magnificent structure. This College is
really the precious life-blood of these two master spirits
embalmed and treasured up for a purpose beyond life.

oy Lad -+ - -

It was with feelings of deep sorrow and gricf that we
received the sad news of the death of Prof. Hirendra Nath
Sen of the Chemistry Department of our College. His
popularity as a teacher, his genial temperament, his capacity
for hard labour, and his devotion to duty endeared him to
his students and colleagues. His death is a distinct loss to
our College.
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The death of Dr. Ajit Kumar Mukherjee at a rather
tender age is a tragedy of unutterable poignancy. He was
a brilliant student of our University and possessed a charm-
ing personality. He was for some time 2 member of the

staff of Asutosh College.

We offer our sincere condolence to the members of
their bereaved families.

e - - L]

In the death of Dr. Meghnad Saha India loses one of
the greatest scientists of our times. He belongs to that
gallaxy of brilliant scientists whose contributions have ushered
in a renaissance in the field of science in India. Dr. Saha has
discovered the great law of Thermal Ionisation. It is acclaimed
as one of the ten great fundamental laws of science. In recogni-
tion of his great contributions to science he was made a Fellow
of the Royal Society. He took a leading part in introducing
the study of nuclear physics into this country. He was the
moving spirit behind the Indian Association for the Cultivation
of Science at Jadavpur. In collaboration with other sclentists
and astronomers he compiled an Indian Calendar, Towards
the end of his career he took to politics. His heart bled
at the sight of the abject misery and destitution of the
uprooted humanity from East Bengal. Our countrymen will
long cherish the memory of this great son of Bengal.

L ad [T e i .

The retirement of Principal Som
from Asutosh College brings to
in the history of this freat
with this College from its

eswar prasad Mookerjee
a close a glorious chapter
[nstitution, He was associated
. very mception.  For forty long years
he ]m(} served this college with remarkable zeal, energy and
devot:fJn. He was Principal of the Day Department for the
]I‘IS-t (::Ight years, He wWas one among li‘n:- fow distinguished
Principals of Calcutta in recont times. He was the first Prin-
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cipal of Asutosh College to be elected a member of the Senate,
the Academic Council, and the oyndicate of the Calcutta
University, He was lield in great love and esteem by his
students and colleagues., In times of crisis he stood by them
and proved to be g never-failing friend, philosopher and guide
to them. He was, however, a strict cIi:acir.rhnan;m'; the erring
students were overawed by his presence, By wvirtue of his
wonderful tact, his cool courage, his vast experience in college
administration, and above all by the magic of his personality
he conducted the affairs of the College with conspicuous
ability. During his tenure of office the College went from
strength to strength. He took a keen personal interest in the
College Magazine. As a matter of fact he has left the deep
impress of his great personality upon every aspect of this
College. His retirement creates a great void in our life, he
was so much a part of this Institution, Wae pay our respectful
homage to Principal Mukherjee. May God bless him with
long years of peace, health and happiness.

With the retirement of Principal Mohini Mohan Mukherjee
of the Morning Department we miss another colourful perso-
nality. He was a popular professor of English and a brilliant
talker. He was the first editor of our College Magazine. For
many years he was the soul of the Magazine of the Morning
Department. We pay our respects to him.

Though inexorable time forces us to part company with
these venerable teachers, yet we hope their wisdom and
experience will light our path in our future journey:.

rr L) & L1 L 2]

On May 25, 1956—the full-moon day in the month of
Baisakh this year—India celebrated the 2500th anniversary
of the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha, He is the greatest
figure of Indian history, He is one of the foremost moral and
religious teachers of humanity, He brought about a moral
and spiritual upheaval in Asia, His bicth, his great renuncia-
tion, his enlightenment, his noble sermons, his Mahaparinicvana
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~all these constitute a magnificent epic. They are full' of
deep spiritual significance to mankind, It was his teachings
that inspired Emperor Asoka to send missions of peace and
love to Ceylon, Tibet, Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Indo-China
Java, China,and Japan. Two thousand years ago these great
countries were knit together by ties of mutual love, respect
and friendship. They formed something like a spiritual federa-
tion. But the world today presents a picture of gloom and
despair. Humanity totters on the brink of annihilation. In
the midst of this encircling gloom Lord Buddha's doctrine
shines like a taper of blessed hope. If man is to survive, he
must evolve a new ethical code; he must develop a new
philosophy of life. Panchashila as enunciated by Prime Minister
Nehru constitutes the essence of Buddha's moral doctrine.
It points to the path of hfe. It has considerably eased the
world tension. It is heartening to find that many countries
of the world have already subscribed to these noble principles.
Considering the 1nevitable extinction staring mankind in
the face, let them find their ultimate stay in Lord Buddha's
sublime doctrine of love and ahimsa,

-4 -4 - - -

Dr. Bijon Behari Bhattacharya was for many years the
Professor-in-charge of our College Magazine. He has since
jJoined the Calcutta University as a full-time lecturer in Bengall
Dr. Bhattacharya is a dynamo of human energy. [ wonder
how 1n the midst of his mulufarious activities he could make
time to work for the Magazine, The magic touch of his
genius transformed our College Magazine into a thing of
beauty. We are sorry to miss his pleasant company. But we
are confident that n times of need we shall not be deprived
of the benefit of his valuable advice.

L2} L] -k - 44

We are deeply indebted to Sti Premendra Mitra, Sti Dinesh
Das, Sri Biram Mukherjea and Sri Suddhasattwa Basu, These
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distinguished men of letters are all ex-students of our College,
At our request they have very kindly sent in their contri-
butions for our College Magazine. It gladdens our heart
to find that they still cherish with affection the sweet memories
of their college days : they graciously acknowledge the mystic
tie of affinity that binds them to mere boys like us,

L2 L2 L] -

In bringing out this issue of our College Magazine we
have received every form of help and guidance from many
of our respected professors, Vice-Principal Ramendra Krishna
Sarkar and Prof. Nirod Kumar Bhattacharya have retained
a soft corner in their hearts for our Magazine. In spite of
his terrible preoccupations Prof. Jitendra Nath Chakrabartti,
our Professor-in-charge, has devoted a good deal of time and
labour on it. Prof. Suresh Chandra De has taken a keen
personal interest in our Magazine. He has been closely
associated with the different stages of ijts publication. Prof.
Biswanath Bhattacharya, Prof. Parimal Kar, Prof. Kantish
Maity, and Prof. Gopikanath Roy Chowdhury have also
helped us in various ways, We respectfully acknowledge
our debt of gratitude to all of them,

Among our fellow students who have rendered a great
service to our Magazine, the names of Sri Bhupesh chatterjee
Sri Amal Krishna Sen Gupta, Sri Samarendra Sen Gupta,
Sr1 Anil Chandra Dass, Sri Surjya Kanta Dutta, Sri Umesh
Chandra Gupta, Sri Krishna Kumar Chaturvedi, Sri Prabhat
Dutta and other friends of the College Union, come upper-
most in my mind. We offer our hearty thanks to these
friends,

In this connection we record our warm appreciation of
the services of Sri Biram Mukherjea of the Navana Printing
Works. Being an ex-student of our College he has seen the
Magazine through the Press with fraternal care and solicitude,
We owe him a deep debt of obligation,
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Apologia,

It is a matter of regret that it has not been possible for -us
to publish this issue of the College, Magazine in due time, The
delay was all due to circumstances over which we had no control,
We beg to be excused for the trouble and worry that have * been,
caused to our fellow students and contributors.

ASHIM SEN GUPTA,
Editor,
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